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Paul B. Rainey 
Milton Keynes, UK 


Dear Rick Veitch, 


I've dug out a Brian The Human 
Strip | drew towards the end of 
1993 which | thought you might 
be interested in seeing. It's 
based on a real dream | had but 
I changed the names of real peo- 
ple to characters | had already 
created. 


I've been chronicling my dreams 
for about six years, ever since | 
read a book called A Man Falls 
Out Of The Aeroplane And 
Wearing. Dad's . Head. (I'm 
afraid | can't remember the. au- 
thors name, and | lent the book 
out to a friend three years ago 
never to see it again. If anyone 
knows his name, please let me 
know as I'd love to replace it.) 
like you do now, | started by 


writing down my dreams first - 


thing in the morning. But | soon 
found myself writing down 
dreams again that | had had 
previous nights. | started having 
dreams about having dreams 
and waking up first thing in the 
morning to write them down. In 
the end | gave that up. 


| only record dreams now: that | 
can.recall the following day. If | 
can feel it's tail end wagging 
away inside my head, then | usu- 
ally spend a dreary morning at 
work staring at the PC and try- 
ing to pull the rest of it back. 
Some weeks pass by where | am 
unable to remember any, other 
weeks | can recall a dream or 
two a day. 


A woman | know from work be- 
lieves that when you have a 
dream you are visiting a real 
place. | said to her, "does that 
mean that when | was watching 
Nick Cotton pistol whipping 
Graham Dee last night that Nick 
Cotton was having a dream 
about pistol whipping Graham 
Dee with me watching at the 


same time?" She said, "No, of 
course not," and called me a stu- 
pid man. 


A while ago she leant me a 
couple of dream dictionaries. | 
didn't read them from cover to 
cover, but | did look up "on 
ions". They said: cutting onions 
suggests a great sense of loss 
whilst eating them means you 
are concerned about work. 
(This isn't an accurate quote as, 
unlike my friend, | returned the 
books.) Nothing about an on- 
ion called Gordon telling you 
it's his job to upset people. 

One story | used to hear a lot 
was, if you die in a dream then 
the shock of it kills you in real 
life. You can imagine my joy 
when a personal experience dis- 
proved this crap. The dream 
continued after my death. | found 
myself wandering around a blue 
sodium forest meeting up with 
the people who had been brutal- 
ly murdered earlier. God ap- 
peared as a gigantic man 
(bigger than Galactus) made out 
of brick. He was covered with 
windows into the living world. 
He apologized for the treatment 
we had experienced to get here. 
Everyone was happy, or at least 
relieved, but | was furious at the 
presumption that we wanted to 
be here inthe first place. All the 
next waking day,.| felt superior 
to everyone | met because | had 
lived through that dream. 


On occasions, my dreams have 
supplied me with solutions to 
plot problems I've had with my 
comic strips. One time, | had 
conceived a paranoid's media 
expose strip that required a nar- 
rator. | began by using myself 
but | felt that this was barely ade- 
quate. That night, | dreamed of 


a black quy dressed in seventies . 


clothes with a giant afro, recit 
ing my strip out loud and refer- 
ring to himself as Inspector Jive. 
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On a more recent occasion, | 
was drawing Memory Man's 
second story (a comic | hope to 
start self publishing this year). 
One of the characters can be 
described as a menacing tattoo- 
ist. | had a dream about a tat 
too which changes after each 
night's sleep. Once this had 
been levered into the strip it 
made the character more inter- 
esting for me. 


Coincidentally, two friends and! 
were talking about the vividness 
of our dreams. One was a car- 
toonist, the other a writer. The 
writing friend seemed envious of 
the visual power of our dreams 
and, like your latest issue, sug- 
gested that it may be because of 
the availability of more visual 
based mediums such as comput 
er games, if there will be a 
greater number of people fre- 
quently experiencing visually 
vivid dreams. 


(Also, is someone who has been’ 
blind all their life able to dream 
visually2 Can their subconscious 
interpret things that they have 
touched into dream visual clut 
ter? If so, would trees be white 
and people green? If so, does 
the world stop an arm's length 
above head light? Where would 
the sky start?) 


Not so long ago, | began re- 
cording my dreams in the style 
of news reports. It was entertain- 
ing to see them take on a life of 
their own in this format. | thought 
that | had genuinely been in- 
spired, until | read in Rare Bit 
Fiends that someone else was al- 
ready doing it. | intend to print 
some of these as news reports 
from Memory Man's home town 
at the back of each issue. My 
favourite headlines so far is: Po- 
lice Roll Giant Spiky Ball Around 
Room In Search For Evidence! 
All the best. 
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“THE SINGLE MOST 
IMPORTANT NEW THING 

TO FAPPEN IN DREAMWORK 
This YEAR" 
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